it

SAY? DEVOTIONAL

PART5 | SAFE AND SOUND

Day 1: Trusting God's Will
Daily Reading: Romans 8:18-28
Devotional

As we begin this journey, let's reflect on what it truly means to be in God's
will. Often, we equate God's will with comfort and safety, but Scripture paints
a different picture. Paul reminds us that our present sufferings are not worth
comparing to the glory that awaits us. When we face challenges, it's easy to
question if we're on the right path. But remember, God works all things for
the good of those who love Him.

Application

Today, consider areas in your life where you may be resisting God's will out of
fear or discomfort. Ask for the strength to trust Him, even when the path
seems uncertain or difficult.

Day 2: The Cost of Discipleship
Daily Reading: Luke 9:23-26
Devotional

Jesus never promised an easy life to His followers. In fact, He explicitly told us
to take up our cross daily. This imagery of the cross - an instrument of
suffering and death - is a powerful reminder of the potential cost of following
Christ. Yet, in losing our lives for His sake, we truly find them.

Application

Today, examine your own walk with Christ. Are there areas where you've
been unwilling to "deny yourself" for the sake of the Gospel? Pray for the
courage to fully embrace your calling, regardless of the personal cost.
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Day 3: God's Presence in Suffering
Daily Reading: 2 Corinthians 4:7-18
Devotional

Paul's words here are a beautiful testament to the power of God's presence
in our darkest moments. Though we may be "hard pressed on every side," we
are not crushed. Though we may face persecution, we are not abandoned.
Our suffering has purpose - it's producing an eternal glory that far outweighs
any temporary pain.

Application

Today, if you're facing trials, focus not on what is seen, but on what is unseen.
Ask God to renew your inner spirit even as external circumstances may be
challenging. If you're in a season of relative ease, pray for those who are
suffering for their faith around the world.

Day 4: The Refining Power of Trials
Daily Reading: 1 Peter 1:3-9
Devotional

Peter reminds us that our faith, more precious than gold, is refined through
fire. Just as precious metals are purified by intense heat, our faith is
strengthened through trials. This process isn't pleasant, but it results in a
faith that is genuine and brings glory to God. Reflect on times in your life
when difficulties have ultimately strengthened your faith.

Application

Thank God for His faithfulness during those times. Ask Him for the grace to
face current or future trials with hope, knowing that He is using them to
shape you into the image of Christ.
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Day 5: Eternal Perspective
Daily Reading: Revelation 21:1-7

Devotional

As we conclude this week's readings, let's fix our eyes on our ultimate
destination. John's vision of the new heaven and new earth reminds us that
all earthly suffering is temporary. One day, God will wipe away every tear, and
death, mourning, and pain will be no more. This eternal perspective doesn't
negate our present struggles, but it does put them in context.

Application

Today, meditate on the promise of eternity with God. How does this hope
change the way you view your current circumstances? Ask God to help you
live with an eternal mindset, valuing His kingdom above earthly comfort or
safety.




